NAMING Covalent COMPOUNDS
(non-metal + non-metal), share electrons 

***rules for naming is MUCH different***

Steps:    Take the full name of the first element    +    shortened name of second element  + ‘ide’









(usually the 1st syllable)

        :     add the following prefixes for the amount of atoms that are present for each element


	# of atoms
	Greek Prefix

	1
	mon-

	2
	di-

	3
	tri-

	4
	tetra-

	5
	penta

	6
	hexa

	7
	hepta

	8
	octa


** mon is NOT used if there is only 1 atom for the first element. BUT for the second element    

    it IS used.***

ex) 
	Chemical Formula
	1st element
	2nd element
	Shortened name of 2nd element
	Chemical Name

	CO2
	carbon
	oxygen
	ox
	Carbon dioxide

	N2O4
	dinitrogen
	oxygen
	ox
	Dinitrogen tetroxide or

Dinitrogen tetraoxide

	SF6
	sulphur
	fluorine
	fluor
	Sulphur hexafluoride


** Alternate Rules for Some Covalent Compounds:

1. Certain molecules will use their common names
- H20 is called water not hydrogen dioxide!
- NH3 is called ammonia

2. Molecules that begin with HYDROGEN are named like the ionic compounds…

- H2S = dihydrogen monosulfide


- H202  = hydrogen peroxide

3. Molecules that are considered organic compounds have their own names:

CH4 = methane

C2H6 = ethane



